April 10,2001

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area code as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes. under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(ISA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
rumber distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility. '

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission’s Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerel
Barak Baker, Sec/Treas. - -

cc:

Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pear] Street NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 11, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street| SW

Washington, qC 20554

Re:  [File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
{CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chau‘marF Powell:

As an executwe and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concemn over the a.lamuno rate
at which MicHigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authonty to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in heed of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business, The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for 011] 616 area as a means of relief

As you are a! are, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businessels needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to 1e Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the svailable area
codes, under 4 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007, If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach 8150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code e}chaust:on and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.
i

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into thﬁ future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Mmhmarl Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it deleo'ated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as|to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling,
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Under your criferia for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of thelargest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for

eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Comumunications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission’s [Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save

mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you forl your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Zoge

Jay A. Yule, PHR
Human ResouTce Manager

cc: Mr. Rulsty Merchant

Vice President

Publj']:)ﬁ:’olicy & Govemment

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pegrl Street NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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May 11, 2001

Chairmun Michae!l Powel!

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Streer, SW

Washington, DC 20534

Re:  File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an exccutive and a citizen, T am writing to you 10 cxpress my concern over the alarming rute
at which Michigan arca codes are exhausting available numbers and to suppoirt the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Pectition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three morce in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasscs the area that 1 live in und do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you arc aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a gecographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employces. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least atiractive option for urca code relief. It is important to note that any arca codc solution will

cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Tclecommunicutions Uscrs Committee stuled that the available areu
codes, under a 10 rumber dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007, If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more avatlable numbers, the cost o businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action Lo reduce the rate
of arca code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing pluns.

‘T'he same study also shows that the proper implementution of number conservalion mechanisms

could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the ycar 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097, In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24

maonths, an addilional 47 years may find the usc of numbers for telccommunicarions obsolele,

The Michigun Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant 1t delegated authority for the Grand Rupids and Detroit Metropolitan S:atistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and rewly creared area codes through 1,000 block
number distnbution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number poaling.
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Under your critcria for such delegaled authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifcspan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area iy
in onc of the largest MSA's. The Grund Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion f{or
cligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigun Public Services
Commission’s Petition so thal it may implement number conscrvation techniques that will save
mine and other businesscs millions of dollurs in unnceessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance o you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contacl me dircetly.

Sincercly,

% WA
Peter Mayhak
President

[of o

Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Peurl Street NW

Grand Rapids MI49503-2831

Human Nalure Soflware Achieving Information Efficiency for Business and Industry

ADC—1 1 2@Am 4 1214 S0 =N



RUSSELL E. PRICE, P.C.

LAW OFFICES
8 E. MAIN STREET, P.0. BOX 124
FREMONT, MICHIGAN 49412
(231) 9240780

April 11,2001

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is

in one of the largest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission’s Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.
7

//

Sincerely,/ o
2

cc: :

Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pear] Street NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831



April 11,2001

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:;

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority. to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is



in one of the largest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission’s Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

(ot Al

Audrey L. Pimpleton

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 10, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  File Nos. NSD-1.-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell;

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the
alarming rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to
support the Michigan Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority to
implement number conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have
been added with at least three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616)
encompasses the area that I live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service
Commission is currently considering an all services overlay for our 616 area as a means

of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or
an overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the
overlay the least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that
you grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through
1,000 block number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed
national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area
must be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the
numbering plan area is in one of the largest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently
meets your criterion for eligibility.

218t C entury Mirustries for a ISt Cennurv Mission
5900 Alpine NW, Comstock Park, M[ 49321-9797



Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public
Services Commission’s Petition so that it may implement number conservation
techniques that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to
you or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

AL WAt

Gerald K. Webber
President

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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4/12/01]

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commussion
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  File Nos. NSD-1.-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) 1s costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will

cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate

of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas

APR-12-2821 18:34 ElS 224 217% GRx



£4/12/z881 11:06 £16-224-2179 PINICN IND PAGE 93

(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for

eligibility.
Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services

Commission’s Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Skgp VanDenBerg

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pear] Street NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 12, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell

- Federal Communications Commxsswn
445 12" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

"Re:  File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-08 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, ] am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services

overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will

cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Comnittee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.
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The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA’s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for

eligibility.
Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services

Commuission’s Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

TOTAL P.O7

4 1€ MDAT A4

APR-12-2081 @7:55
1



= ST i

vePR—lEi—@l TUE 1318 P .

, }p@u}smnl Cancapts, Inc.._..Your source far professional maietenance products & Industrial Equisment!

APR-18-2081 13:81 SEX

A

—————

~ April 10,2001 | |  INDUSTRIAL

CONCEPTS INCORPORATED

4785 Stafford S.W. .

Grand Raplids, M| 48548
Phone: (616) 538-7900
FAX: (816)538-0918

' Chairman Michael Powell '

. Federal Commumcatrons Commm]on
- 445 12" Street, SW |

; Wash_mgton DC 20554

Re: - File Ngs. NSD- 1.:01-36 Michigan)
CC chket Nos 96—93 and 99 200

| Dear Chairman Powell:

This letter is to express my strong concern, as both an executive and a citizen, over the alarming
__rate at which Michigan area codes are ewhauqtmg avax]ab]e pumbers and to support the Michigan
| Public Service Commission’” s Petition ir this do¢ket for authority to implement number
.. conservation measures. In Mnch:gan since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
| three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
i~ business, The Michigan Pubhc Service Commmsmn is currently considering an all services
' overlay for our 616 arca as a means of relief

- Ag you are aware, the addmon of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
' overlay) is costly to busmessc§ and thelr emponCLs The added confusion makes the overlay the

least attractive option for area code’ rehef It i§ important to note that any arca code solution will

. cost businesses needed capxtal td expand and create JObS

" A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommumcatxons Us:rs Committce slated that the available area
: codes, under a 10 number dlalmg plan could be complclcly exhausted by 2007. If additional
| numbers are added to the dzahng plan to crcatc more available numbers, the cost to businesscs
~ nationally could reach $150 billion; It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
' of area code exhaustxon and the necessily for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

~ The same study also shows that the propef implementation of number conservation mechanisms

could extend the life of the current 10 puimber dialing plans to at lcast the year 2048 and possibly
. as far into the future ag 209‘5 In our cuirent world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
' months, an additional 47 years may fi nd the’ use of numbers for tclecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you

. grant it delegated authority i‘or the . Grand RapldQ and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
, (MSA) so as to extend the hfe of exlstmg and neMy created area codes through 1,000 block
i - number distribution and partxcxpanon in the mmal round of proposed national number pooling.
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Apn! 10, 2001 ‘! @ H g

Chairman Michael Powcll X OO“\
Iicderal Communications Commission QQ\’ L0
445 12" Strect, SW LA
Washington, DC 20554 0\3\
O
<

Re:  File Nos. NSD-J-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos, 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an exccutive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan arca codes are exhausting available numbers and o support the Michigan
Public Service Commission’s Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation mcasures. Jn Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three morc in need of relicf. One of the codes (G16) encompasses the arca that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently cousidering an all services
overlay for our 616 arca as a means of rclief

As you are aware, the addition of new acca codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least altractive option [or arca code reliel. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and crcate jabs.

A report 1o the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available arca
codes, undec a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely cxhausted by 2007, 1If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach 3150 billion. It is imperative that the I*CC take action to reduce the rale
of arez code exhaustion and the necessity for T or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of nimnber conservation mechanisms
could extend the lite of the current 10 numocr dialing plans Lo at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097, In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additivnal 47 ycars may find the usc of numbers for telecommunications ohsolcte.

‘The Muchigan Public Service Comumission has filed « Peution i this docket asking that you
arant it delegated authonty for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Mcuopoblan Statistical Arcas
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(MSA) so as 10 extend the life of cxisting and newly created arca codes through 1,000 block
number distnbution and participation in the initial round of proposcd national number pooling.

Under your ¢ntena for such delegated authority you specify that the numbenng plan area must
be 1o jeopardy, have a remaming lifespan of at least onc year and that the numbering plan arca 1s
in one of the largest MSA’s. T'he Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your critenion for
chgibility.

‘therclore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Micingan Public Scrvices
Comimission’s Petition so thatl it may implement number conscrvation techniques that will save
minc and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 1f [ can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Barmes: €A
cutive Vice President/CEQ

cc:

Mu. Rusty Merchant

Vice President

Public Policy & Government

Grand Rapids Arca Chamber of Commerce
11] Pearl Strect NW

Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831



